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bad times they bought food from a ^anpanya^ a
place which sells slops from restaurants and army
barracks at fifty sen for a hamme* That was
enough to last them for two days* Occasionally
the Tanakas had to stoop to having soup made
from the fishheads they got out of waste cans,
but that was on rare occasions.
Finally, when their son was old enough to
help them, they rented a little house of their own
in the slums of Minami Senju for which they paid
about five yen a month, subletting enough space
to three other people to make this colossal enter-
prise pay*
Minami Senju, like the city's other slum dis-
tricts, is ~now gradually being cleared out. But
there are still many families who live in streets less
than four feet wide with shacks toppling on either
side. Here Tanaka's wife made nut cups at a
few sen a hundred, and Tanaka watched the waste
paper collectors come and go with their burdens.
He did a little collecting himself rather than go in
for petty industry, such as geta throng making and
the like, which is common among such people,
It was after his son died that he decided that four
eyes were better than two, and both he and his
1 A kamme is equivalent to about n Ibs, or 5 Miogiams.